Running the Race

Hebrews 12:1-3

Introduction:
I.  Our Encouragement – 12:1a - “A great cloud of witnesses”
A. What Does a Witness Do?
1. A Christian witness

He tells what he has learned or experienced.

2. He sees something – He witnesses to something
ἐπόπτης, used in II Pet. 1:16
“For we did not follow ﻿﻿cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the ﻿﻿power and ﻿﻿coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were ﻿﻿eyewitnesses of His majesty”
He is like a bystander at an accident.

He observes the accident.
3. He tells what he saw – he bears witness “”
He may volunteer or He may not want to get involved

In the latter case he may be subpoenaed. Then he must tell what he saw, under threat of perjury. 
So, there are 2 meanings to the word “witness”.
B. What Does This Cloud of Witnesses Do?

How can we know? - 3 ways – Context, Context, Context
What did they do? - They bore witness.
The writer of Hebrews put them on the stand. And he asked, “What did faith enable you to do?
Abel, to bring the right sacrifice.

Enoch – I walked with God


Noah – I built a boat



Abraham–I offered Isaac

Sarah, I gave birth at 90
Isaac – I blessed Jacob and Esau

Jacob – I blessed the sons of Joseph

Joseph – I gave instruction concerning my bones

Amram/Jocobed – We kept Moses alive



Moses – I led Israel out of Egypt.

Israel – We crossed the Red Sea.





Joshua – I conquered Jericho


Rahab – I received the spies

Gideon - I defeated the Middianites.
Barak – I defeated Canaanites.
Samson - I defeated the Philistines.


Jephthah - I defeated the Ammonites.


David – I expanded the kingdom




Samuel – I anointed 2 kings





The prophets - We spoke for God.


He alludes to maybe hundreds more – 11:33-38


These are people like us - Flawed – Failing – Falling


But they endured.


Chorus: What God did for us, He’ll do for you.
II. Our Enterprise – 12:1b - “Run the Race”
A. There is a Race to be Run
﻿“let us run ﻿﻿with endurance the race that is set before us,”
1. I Choose to Race.

The fact that we are exhorted to race indicates that we have a choice.

2. I don’t Choose the Race.

I have to discern what my race is.

By prayer

By the Word

By the leading of the Holy Spirit.
3. God Chooses
It is the race that is set before me.

My race is not your race.
Your race is not my race.

Our race is not their race.

4. There are Some Generic Parts of the Race.
a. It should be a part of and/or complementary to the local church.

b. It requires obedience

c. It requires lawful running
d. It requires endurance

e. It requires accountability

5. There are Also Differences

a. We are not all gifted the same.

b. We don’t all have the same “job.”

c. But, we all need to help each other.

d. We need to encourage one another. 

B. There Are Rules To Be Obeyed.

1. We Must Run with Endurance - ὑπομονῆς
Hebrews 10:32 ﻿
“But ﻿﻿recall the former days in which, after you were ﻿﻿illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings”
Hebrews10:36

“For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, ﻿﻿you may receive the promise”
It is not a sprint – 100 yard dash.

It is a marathon.

2. Lay Aside Every Weight - ὄγκον - bulk or mass
Not necessarily sin – he mentions that next.

Something that is legal, but it holds me back, like:

“swimming in a raincoat”



    or

“running with a backpack”
Paul talks about doubtful things. He starts by saying, 

“all things are lawful, but not all things edify (build up)” (I Corinthians10:23)
He ends by saying,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. ﻿Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God” (10:31).
3. Lay Aside the Encircling Sin - ἁμαρτίαν - singular - sin
a. He could be speaking of sin in general.

b. Some have seen here a reference to an individual’s particular besetting sin”

It is not the same for each one, but a sin which troubles that believer.

c. The sin of unbelief.
This is theme running through the book.

Hebrews 2

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation.

Hebrews3:12 ﻿﻿
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;”
Hebrews 3:18
“And to whom did he sware that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that did not believed?”

Hebrews 3.19

“So we see that they could not enter in because of ﻿﻿unbelief.”
Hebrews 4.6

“Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of unbelief.”
Hebrews 4.11

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of unbelief.”
Hebrews 6:12

“that you do not become ﻿﻿sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience ﻿﻿inherit the promises.”

Hebrews 10:38

“Now ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.”
III. Our Example 12:2-3 – “Looking to Jesus”
Chapter 11gave us some good examples, but, Jesus is our supreme example.

ἀφορῶντες – look off away to Jesus - ἀφοράω 
Look away from:

The circumstances
The opposition
Yourself

A. Look Away to Jesus

1. He Began Our Faith

ἀρχηγὸν- the one Who begins something (see 2:10).
He pioneered the path of faith that believers should follow.

2. He Perfected (Completed) Our Faith

He “completed” the way of faith since He reached its end successfully.

3. He gives us a pattern for success.

a. He looked beyond the suffering

He saw suffering as temporary


              and

He saw the joy as eternal

b. He did not enjoy the suffering; He despised the shame

c. He was rewarded - He has sat down at the right hand of God.

B. Consider Jesus

1. He confronted such hostility of sinners.

It did not defeat Him.
2. You will confront hostility also.

If you fix your mind on Him, there will be no room for weariness or discouragement in your life.

Conclusion

